






























Main pancreatic duct (duct of 

Wirsung) begins in the tail 

Common bile duct

Hepatopancreatic duct 

that opens into major 

duodenal papilla 

(ampulla of Vater) in 

the 2nd part of 

duodenum

Accessory pancreatic 

duct ( Santorini’s 

Duct) opens into 

minor duodenal 

papilla in the 2nd part 

of duodenum, one 

inch above major 

duodenal papilla, 

drains the upper part 

of the head. 

• Pancreatic ducts
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MPD Extends from the 

tail through the body 

and head, receiving 

tributaries along its 

path.







• Clinical notes

• Pancreatic cancer: causes severe abdominal pain and severe back pain, severe jaundice, 

it is lethal

• It has the potential to invade into the adjacent organs

• It is extremely difficult to treat but may be treated by a surgical resection called a 

pancreaticoduodenectomy or Whipple’s procedure. 

• Diabetes mellitus is characterized by hyperglycemia

• There are two types of diabetes

• Type I diabetes (insulin-dependent diabetes) in which the pancreatic cells produce an 

insufficient amount of insulin; 

• Type II diabetes, results from insulin resistance of target tissues (a condition in which 

body fails to properly use insulin or fails to respond properly to insulin action).

• Diabetes symptoms: polyuria (excessive secretion of urine), polydipsia (thirst), weight 

loss, tiredness, infections of urinary tract, and blurring of vision. Later, causes diabetic 

retinopathy, neuropathy, kidney failure, heart disease, stroke, and limb disease. 
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