
Practical week 6 

Cervical vertebra and fascia of the neck 
classification of Neck Triangles and 

Posterior Triangle 
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Structures attached to the cervical vertebra

• Intervertebral disc: on the

upper and lower surfaces of

the body

• Anterior longitudinal

ligament: on the anterior

surface of the body.

• Posterior longitudinal

ligament: on the posterior

surface of the body.

• Ligamentum flavum: on the

lamina

• Ligamentum nuchae: to the

cervical spines
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Atypical cervical vertebrae
First vertebra (Atlas)

• It has no body and no spine. It has:

1. Anterior arch; Short gives attachment of anterior atlanto-occipital 

membrane & has anterior tubercle for anterior longitudinal 

ligament.

2. Posterior arch: Long gives attachment of posterior atlanto-

occipital membrane& has posterior tubercle for ligamentum

nuchae & shows groove for vertebral artery 

3. 2 lateral masses: has superior kidney- shaped facet for atlanto-

occipital joint
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Second cervical vertebra (Axis)

• Its body projects upwards forming dens 

(odontoid process)

• Dens shows anterior articular facet for atlas

• The back of dens is grooved by transverse 

ligament

• Spine is thick and bifid
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Ligaments related to dens of axis:

1. Apical ligament: from tip of dens to ant. Margin 

of foramen magnum

2. Alar ligaments: from sides of upper part of dens 

to medial sides of occipital condyles

3.     Transverse ligaments: extends between lateral 

masses of atlas behind the dens but not attached 

to it 
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Seventh cervical 

vertebra

• Spine:

is longer, horizontally

placed and not bifid.

• Foramen transversarium

is small and transmits

vertebral vein not artery
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A .Anterior belly of 
digastric muscle

B. Posterior belly of 
digastric 

C. Hyoid bone
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A .body of hyoid 

B. Lesser horn

C. Greater horn
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A . Sternomastoid muscle
B. Posterior division of 
retromandibular vein 
C. Posterior auricular vein
D External jugular vein
E occipital vein 
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Describe boundaries and 
contents of posterior triangle   
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Label the following diagram 
showing neck triangles   
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